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Unfortunately, many families are unaware that they relinquish these important rights by 

accessing an ESA. CTD opposes any initiative that would diminish or completely eliminate these 

protections for students with disabilities.  

Other Considerations 

In addition to waiving federal protections for people with disabilities, families would also face 

significant barriers to access such as: 

¶ Reconciling the ESA amount with the actual cost of private services: The average 

private school tuition in Texas is $10,087 for elementary schools and $11,638 for high 

schools, with additional costs for application and enrollment fees, adaptive equipment, 

related services like therapy and resource, evaluation fees, and specialized instruction and 

materials. 

¶ Availability of private schools and providers: Private school availability varies widely 

in Texas and those that do exist can establish very selective program enrollment criteria 

such requiring certain performance on entry assessments, establishing IQ thresholds, 

https://www.ncld.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/SV-ESA-TI-White-Paper.pdf
https://ncd.gov/sites/default/files/NCD_Choice-Vouchers_508_0.pdf
http://www.tepsac.org/app/index.html#/legal
https://www.privateschoolreview.com/texas
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html

