
To the Administrator Addressed 

DATE: March 18, 2020 

SUBJECT: Cancellation of STAAR Testing for the Remainder of the School Year 

CATEGORY: Student Assessment 

NEXT STEPS: Share with Appropriate Staff 

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) continues to work with the Office of the Governor, Texas 

Department of State Health Services (DSHS), and the Texas Division of Emergency 



graduate under TEC, §28.025(c) and §39.025(a) are being waived for spring 2020. Effectively, 

this means that current seniors may graduate through the IGC process regardless of the 

number of EOC assessments they still need to pass. 

Districts will need to determine if a student has met all other graduation requirements under 

TEC, §28.025(c), including successfully completing curriculum requirements or successfully 

completing an individualized education program. 

In waiving the required performance on academic assessments under TEC, §28.025(c) and 

§39.025(a) for spring 2020, the following applies:

¶ If a student is on schedule to complete instruction in the entire curriculum in spring 2020

for a course that has a corresponding STAAR EOC assessment, the student is not

required to pass that specific test to fulfill graduation requirements.

¶ If a student is on schedule to complete graduation requirements in spring 2020 but does

not have the opportunity to retake a STAAR EOC assessment prior to graduation, the

student is not required to pass that specific test to fulfill graduation requirements but will

need to complete the IGC process.

For students graduating in future years but taking one of the five courses with a corresponding 

STAAR EOC assessment this year, those students will not be responsible for meeting that 

EOC assessment graduation requirement if they earn course credit this year.  

STAAR Alternate 2 

The STAAR Alternate 2 administration window required under TEC, §39.023(b) and scheduled 

for March 30 through April 21, 2020 is cancelled. For all students receiving special education 

services, the admission, review, and dismissal committee will continue to make educational 

decisions, including decisions related to required performance on academic assessments. 

TELPAS and TELPAS Alternate 

The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System (TELPAS) and TELPAS 

Alternate administration windows are currently open and are being extended to remain open 

through May 29, 2020, for a district to complete optionally if it chooses. Scoring data will be 

provided for each TELPAS domain a student completes. TEA is looking at exit criteria for 

English learners to determine what adjustments may be made this year for this determination. 

These discussions are ongoing, and more information will be provided as it develops. 

STAAR Interim Assessments 

Both testing windows for the STAAR Interim Assessments are currently open and will 

continue to be open through May 29, 2020, for districts to use as a resource to monitor student 

progress. As a reminder, the interim assessments are available at no cost to districts and 

charter schools, and they are not tied to accountability. 
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