September 21, 2023

SUBJECT: Implementation of Fentanyl-Related Legislation
CATEGORY: School Health
NEXT STEPS: Notify appropriate staff of new legislative requirements

New fentanyl-related legislation was passed during the 88" Texas Legislature to raise awareness of
fentanyl poisonings and to promote prevention efforts. Specifically, students and families need to know
that other d
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I Awareness of local school and community resources and any processes involved in accessing
those resources

f Health education that includes information about substance use and abuse, including youth
substance use and abuse

The instruction may be provided by a public or private institution of higher education, library,
community service organization, religious organization, local public health agency, or organization that
employs mental health professionals or an employee or agent of these entities. A document that
identifies the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) related to drug abuse prevention is available
in the Fentanyl Response Communications Toolkit.

Lastly, HB 3908 permits a school district or open-enroliment charter school to satisfy a requirement to
implement a program in substance abuse prevention and intervention by providing instruction related
to youth substance use and abuse education under the new Fentanyl Prevention and Drug Poisoning
Awareness Education requirement provided by TEC, §38.040 (TEC, §38.351(g-1)).

For questions regarding HB 3144 or HB 3908, please email healthandsafety@tea.texas.gov or call the
Curriculum Standards and Student Support Division at 512-463-9581.

SB 629

Senate Bill (SB) 629 (88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023) adds new TEC, Chapter 38,
Subchapter E-1, Maintenance, Administration, and Disposal of Opioid Antagonists, establishing
requirements for school districts related to opioid antagonists on school campuses. New TEC, §38.222
requires each school district to adopt and implement a policy regarding the maintenance,
administration, and disposal of opioid antagonists at each campus in the district that serves students in
grades 6-12. The legislation permits districts to adopt and implement such a policy at each campus in
the district, including campuses serving students in a grade level below grade 6. School districts are not
required to comply with the requirement to adopt and implement a policy on the maintenance,
administration, and disposal of opioid antagonists before January 1, 2024.

Additionally, SB 629 permits open-enrollment charter schools and private schools to adopt and
implement such a policy. If a charter school or private school adopts such a policy, the school is
permitted to apply the policy only at campuses serving students in grades 6—12 or at each campus,
including campuses serving students in a grade level below grade 6.

The legislation requires that a policy for the maintenance, administration, and disposal of opioid
antagonists must provide that school personnel and volunteers who are authorized and trained may
administer an opioid antagonist to a person who is reasonably believed to be experiencing an opioid-
related drug overdose. More details regarding policy requirements are addressed in TEC, 838.222.
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